SPECIAL SECTION, 1P 


Ready, set, HIKE! 


Find great Sonoran Desert treks and trails less than an hour’s 
drive from Phoenix in our special section edition exclusively for 
subscribers. To find out how to get yours, call (602) 444-1000. 
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Operation Identification founder Kate Spradley holds the skull of an unidentified border crosser. The shelves in front of her are lined with boxes 
containing the remains of people found along the border. MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


Each year, the government reports how many migrants 
die along the border. The real number is much higher. 


Rob O’Dell, Daniel Gonzalez and Jill Castellano Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Across sandy Texas scrubland, along swift-moving California canals, in searing 
Arizona deserts and within remote New Mexico canyons, the bodies of hundreds 
of immigrants who died illegally crossing the southwestern border with Mexico 


are found each year. 


Border Patrol agents encounter some of the dead, and count them in the agen- 
cy’s annual report that constitutes the only official reckoning of the death toll. 


@ USA TODAY NETWORK SPECIAL REPORT 


But an investigation by the USA TODAY NETWORK has found many migrant 


deaths are never accounted for — including when bodies are discovered by sher- 


iff’s deputies, police, ranchers, hikers and humanitarian groups. 


See BORDER DEATHS, Page 21A 


Online 


Selene Ramirez’s search for her brother’s remains in the 
desert ended in heartbreak. Read her story in Valley & 
State, Page 1E. NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC 


Go behind the scenes with USA TODAY NETWORK 
journalists as they investigate uncounted migrant 
deaths. See video at immigration.azcentral.com. 


Arizona schools have hired 
1,035 underqualified teachers 


Ricardo Cano Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


More than 1,000 teachers in more 
than 120 Arizona school districts and 
charter schools have been certified to 
teach tens of thousands of students 
through a certificate that requires no 
formal education training. 

The number of these certificates — 


called Emergency Teaching Certifi- 
cates — eclipsed the 789 certificates is- 
sued for all of last school year, accord- 
ing to Arizona Department of Educa- 
tion data obtained by The Arizona Re- 
public. 

By mid-November, 1,035 certificates 
had been issued for this school year. 


See TEACHERS, Page 8A 


Strained by disasters, FEMA 
taps retirees, states for help 


2017 has been record setting for U.S. 
natural disasters, with three major hur- 
ricanes, widespread flooding and a 
slew of devastating wildfires. The Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency 
has been stretched to its limit deliver- 
ing aid to survivors and helping rebuild 


cities. To compensate, it has recruited 
workers from other federal agencies, 
contacting retirees, and solicited state 
and local agencies for help. “They got 
hammered,” said Mark Ghilarducci, di- 
rector of the California Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services. 1B 


© USA TODAY FULL NATION & WORLD REPORT IN SECTION B 


ARIZONA COYOTES SPORTS, 8C 


GILA RIVEE. 


HOTELS & CASIM. 


The Coyotes’ Jakob Chychrun (6) defends against 
Sidney Crosby (87) of the Pittsburgh Penguins, the 
two-time defending Stanley Cup champions. The 
Penguins won 4-2. CHERYL EVANS/THE REPUBLIC 
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American 
We are One Nation 


Each week, we introduce you to 
an exceptional American who 
unites, rather than divides, our 
communities. Read about Gregg 
/ N , Rochman of Kentucky, who says 
being born into privilege means 
“| havea duty to share” and to give back. Page 5E 


Checking on McCain 


President Donald Trump phones Cindy McCain, 
wife of ailing Sen. John McCain, to extend “best 
wishes,” the Associated Press reports. Page 16A 


Up to the minute Weather 


Get the latest news at 
azcentral.com 


High 65° X Low 47° 
Showers. Forecast, 2A 
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USDA Choice 
Whole Standing 
Rib Roast 


Bone-In, trimmed, tied, 
ready for oven, first 1 please 


Valid through Tuesday, December 19, 2017 


